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Matthew 3:8 “Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.”

The fruit trees at our home are bearing their fruit. | love
walking outside during these -
cool June mornings to see
dew-dipped blueberries and golf
ball size peaches growing on the
bushes and trees. Obviously, the &
type of tree determines the type £
of fruit that | see. | have never
expected to see bananas grow-
ing on our peach tree or straw-
berries bursting from the blue-
berry bushes.

Matthew 3 is describing a scene on the banks of the
Jordan River: one day John the Baptist is preaching, he
looks around on the congregation and sees in it
Pharisees and Scribes, religious leaders who were
enslaving the people by their laws and over-lording
aggression, and he could not contain his emotions:
"You bunch of snakes!" They were definitely not
producing fruit that would indicate changed or
cleansed lives. How could he baptize a man or woman
which represented their desire to have their sins
washed away, when they were still living in those sins?
This is not unlike a person in our day that comes to the
church, makes a profession of faith in Jesus Christ, is
baptized, and then goes away living as wickedly as
he/she came.

John and Jesus were both preaching repentance, and
repentance is a complete turning away from old sins or
old ways. If your life was bearing the fruit of anger
before, then it should be bearing the fruit of patience
now. If your life bore the fruit of sensuality before, then
following true repentance it should bear fruits of
chastity and virtue now. We are all fruit inspectors; the
biggest problem is that, unlike the old adage, we see
the forest around us and miss the tree of our own

life. Are the fruits that are growing and showing in your
life fitting of a life of repentance? Do they appear as
righteousness since we as redeemed children of God
have taken on the righteousness of Christ? The fruit is
one of the best indicators of the type and health of the
tree, so what is the fruit of your life telling you? What is
it telling others?
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How blessed we are to be in Blue Ridge during these
inconvenient times. My family and | were able to get
away for a few days of rest in Amelia Island, Florida. As
you travel further away from North Georgia and go into
more populated areas you can almost feel the tension
and irritability from the circumstances that our country
is going through.

As we passed through Atlanta, we were aware of the
violence that had broken out there. We passed through
a small county in South Georgia, smaller than our
county, that has reported over 200 cases of Covid-19!
We visited a shopping mall in Jacksonville, Florida
where stores could only allow a small number of
people in. Long waiting lines were outside the store and
masks were required. We attended a small gathering of
believers in an early service that seemed overly
cautious and very limited in their time of worship. Why
would I say all of this? | am saying all of this to remind
us to be thankful that God has placed us in this small
community, where we are cautious, but not fearful. |
thank God for the freedom that we have experienced in
our worship services, continued ministries to children
and families, and service in the community. My heart
breaks for the communities that are gripped by fear,
anxiety, violence, and isolation. May we pray for these
communities.

Pray that the church will be loving, bold, and
courageous to step out and minister fearlessly for the
sake of Christ! Yes, may we all say like the Psalmist in
Psalms 16:6, "The lines have fallen to me in pleasant
places; Yes, | have a good inheritance." May we thank
God everyday for placing us in this little mountain
community. But may we also seek to take the message
of Christ, lovingly, boldly, and confidently to a world
that desperately needs to hear it.

Thankful for all of you!
Pastor Bob



